
Visual Guide to the Semantics of African Groups
The Pan-African Council’s visual definition guide for organisations, institutions, writers 
and journalists to help distinguish and effectively communicate the nomenclature of 
the world’s 1.6 billion Africans.

Africans include all people of indigenous or native African origin, heritage, ancestry or descent.

“The African Diaspora consists of peoples of African origin living outside the continent, 
irrespective of their citizenship and nationality and who are willing to contribute to the 

development of the continent and the building of the African Union.”  
– The African Union Constitutive Act of 2003

Non-Indigenous Africans
All people of non-indigenous African heritage, including 

naturalised immigrants and people of colonial heritage and their 
descendants either born or naturalised in an African country.

(e.g. Ghanaian-Americans, Nigerian-British, 
Senegalese-French, Ethiopian-Israelis, Ivorian-

Canadians, Angolan-Portuguese, etc.)

The Continental African Diaspora includes 
all people with an identifiable African 
country of origin in any generation who 
either voluntarily reside, emigrate, naturalise 
and/or were born outside of the African 
continent and may also self-identify as 
being of African descent or “Black”. 

* Continental African Diasporans in any generation 
who repatriate or reside on the African continent 
generally do not retain their status as a member of 
the African Diaspora.

(e.g. Kenyans, Ethiopians, Nigerians, Malians, South Africans, Ivorians, Egyptians, Tanzanians, Angolans, 
Malagasies, Ghanaians, Cape Verdeans, Rwandans, etc.)

Humanity
Africa - the cradle of humankind and 

civilization; the African origin of modern 
humans.

Historical DiasporaContinental Diaspora

~260 million Africans in the Diaspora, officially recognised as the 6th Region of Africa

~1.34 billion continental Africans
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~1.6 billion Africans globally

(e.g. the Somali community in South Africa)

The Non-Continental African Diaspora or 
Historical Diaspora includes all people of 
African origin born outside of the African 
continent who were originally displaced by 
Maafa (the African Holocaust) and often 
collectively self-identify as being of African 
descent or “Black”. 

* Historical Diasporans who reside, immigrate, 
naturalise or are born in any generation on the 
African continent generally retain their special status 
as members of the Historical African Diaspora.

(e.g. African-Americans, Black Americans, 
Afro-Caribbean, Afro-Brazilians, Afro-

Yemenis, Afro-Colombians, Siddis, etc.)

Africans

African Diaspora

Continental Africans consist of all indigenous Africans residing on the African continent.

Continental Africans who emigrate from their country of origin 
to another African country are not considered African Diaspora.

(e.g. African Diaspora, the Diaspora)

The “D” in Diaspora should always be capitalized 
as it represents both a people and a region.


